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Open Text Collections

project started September 2023
funded through DFG for 3 years
after the funding period the project will be supported via Language
Science Press
5 regional boards:

Africa, Eurasia, Caucasus, Papunesia, South America,
(Meso-America?)

should produce about 8 collections/year with a total of 40k IMT
tokens/year.
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History of the project

first idea 2017
first grant proposal submitted May 2018
rejected May 2019

no connection to existing archiving institutions
too few funds requested

new proposal 2022
attach to BBAW
ask for one extra postdoc position

granted February 2023
start September 2023
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The Academy

The Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities
(BBAW) was founded in 1700
German and foreign dictionaries
critical editions of texts from antiquity to modern times
digital presentation of canonical works from various fields of the
humanities.
Leading player in the field of Digital Humanities
good overlap in domain and technology with Open Text Collections
e.g. Corpus of egyptological texts, which allows lexical queries across
all epochs of Egyptian
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ELDP and ELAR

The Endangered Language Documentation Project (ELDP) gives
grants for people to document endangered languages

ELDP supports the documentation and preservation of endangered
languages through granting, training and outreach activities.
The collections compiled through our funding are freely accessible at
the Endangered Languages Archive.

The Endangered Language Archive (ELAR) hosts archival data for
many endangered languages

digital collections, including audio and video recordings, of endangered
languages
heterogeneous
eclectic
no clear querying path

→ tell depositors to collect their data in a way that can easily be fed
into pipelines
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What is a text collection?

curated: a selection of texts from a language, e.g. from a
documentation project

during the funding period, we focus on monologues
contextualized: introduction to the speech community, language,
recording methods, speakers, etc.
edited: contributors may choose to edit out false starts, pauses,
self-corrections, etc.

the texts will not be naturalistic
not time-aligned with audio-visual footage

transparent: good provenance
texts will be linked to the original recordings (or scans) in an archive
editing decisions will be documented

accessible: open-access, interoperable
glossed: interlinearized text following the Leipzig Glossing Rules
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Existing text collections

Most grammars have glossed texts in the appendix
Goes back to Franz Boas’ idea of grammar, dictionary and text as a
trilogy of language documentation
Jeffrey Heath’s trilogy of Nunggubuyu:
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Existing text collections

natamx contains 12 volumes of legacy text collections published
between 1976-1980.

Access has to be purchased
The texts are in pdf format only

tipa has texts in the languages of the Americas
Not open access
Not available in a structured format

tilp has texts in a variety of languages from the Pacific.
The texts are free to download, but have no licence information.
The texts are in pdf format only.

pangloss features some texts, but also a lot of other materials.
When accessing materials about a certain language, you cannot be sure
what you will find.

otc will be open access and in a structured format
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What is a text collection?

Tisch-lein deck dich!
table- set. 2.
'Table, set yourself!'

Collection

Text

Sentence
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IGT

then this Syuba talk lose -caus -inf

òole dì ɕúuba tám tór -tɕu -tɕe

òole dì ɕùba tám tórtɕudʑe

òole dì ɕùba tám tórtɕudʑe

and then this Syuba language was lost

Glosses

Morphemes

Words

Utterance

Free translation
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Workflow

backendelan

FLEx

TEX

xlsx

pod

pdf

html

json

csv dump
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Input formats: ELAN
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Input formats: ELAN

ingestion via eldpy python library
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Input formats: FLEx

https://software.sil.org/fieldworks/wp-content/uploads/sites/38/2016/10/interlin-doc-large.png
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Input formats: FLEx

ingestion via cldflex python library by Florian Matter
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Input formats: tex

possibly ingestion via cldf-linglit python library by Robert Forkel
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Backend format

backendelan

FLEx

TEX

xlsx

pod

pdf

html

json

csv dump
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Backend format

Cross-Linguistic Data Format
https://cldf.clld.org

based on CSV
standard in linguistic typology (grambank, dictionaria)
cf. Forkel (this workshop)
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Output formats

backendelan

FLEx

TEX

xlsx

pod

pdf

html

json

csv dump
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Output formats: HTML

cf. Krämer & Nordhoff, this workshop
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Output formats: PDF
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Output formats: PDF (community version)
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Output formats: JSON-LD
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Output formats: CSV dump

all sentences from all collections
good for NLP use
already done for IMTVault (Krämer & Nordhoff, this workshop)
cf. Shu Okabe’s presentation
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Size

aim: 5k words per collection
1.5 collections per region per year
5 regions, 3 years
production of ∼40k word-sized tokens a year
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As of today

40+ expressions of interest
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Subsequent use

automatically generated dictionaries
typological research
machine learning (“artificial intelligence”) for smaller languages
(further uses presented and discussed during this workshop)
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Future development

1-2 pilot collections per region to be published in 2024
2nd (or 3rd) generation effect > many more collections to be
published until the end of the project
Longevity through Language Science Press

OTC as a new series
Integration into ELDP’s training sessions for new grantees to assure
high quality structured input
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This workshop

Christian Döhler (BBAW-OTC)
Sebastian Nordhoff (BBAW-OTC)
Mandana Seyfeddinipur (BBAW-ELAR)
Kelsey Neely (BBAW-ELDP)
Shu Okabe (Paris Saclay)
Tom Liu (University Washington)
Michael Ginn (University of Colorado)
Florian Matter (Oregon)
Hugh Paterson III (University of North Texas)
Daniel Werning (BBAW-Wortschatz der ägyptischen Sprache)
Thomas Krämer (GESIS – Leibniz-Institut für Sozialwissenschaften)
Max Ionov (Universität zu Köln)
Robert Forkel (MPI-EVA)
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Thanks

http://opentextcollections.org
https://fedihum.org/@otc
https://twitter.com/OpenTextColl
facebook page: Open Text Collections

Nordhoff et al Introduction to Open Text Collections 30 / 30

http://opentextcollections.org
https://fedihum.org/@otc
https://twitter.com/OpenTextColl

	What is a text collection
	IGT
	Workflow
	Data and models
	Output formats
	Outlook
	Future development

